Effects of retention of fetal membranes on subsequent reproductive performance of dairy ewes.
Seventy-one pairs of ewes with or without retention of fetal membranes in the previous lambing season, were included in a cohort study of 25 flocks in southern Greece; in 27 pairs regulation of the breeding cycle was applied, whilst in the other 44 pairs natural mating took place. The following measures of reproductive performance were calculated: cycling rate, mating rate, return-to-estrus rate, abortion rate, lambing rate, total lambs born per ewe, liveborn lambs per ewe, stillbirth rate, lamb-bodyweight per ewe; furthermore, the incidence risk of retention of fetal membranes during the lambing examined in this study was also calculated. No statistically significant differences were observed in the reproductive performance among ewes that had or had not retained their fetal membranes during the previous lambing, whether the breeding cycle was regulated or not. The incidence risk of retention of fetal membranes among ewes that had not retained its placenta in the previous lambing was 1.6%, whilst that among ewes that had retained its placenta in the previous lactation was 0%. It is concluded that retention of fetal membranes did not appear to adversely affect subsequent reproductive performance of ewes.